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State Project No. 302-008
Connecticut Department of Transportation Danbury Branch Improvement Program AA/DEIS

PHASE I PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT DOCUMENTS

A number of public information documents were prepared and distributed through various means
during Phase I of the study. This includes the documents cited below and which are presented in
this section in the following order:

Danbury Branch Study News. The September/October 2003 newsletter provided information
on the study background, the study corridor, the purpose of the study, improvement strategies.
Also included was a fact sheet and invitation to get involved.

Notice of Public Information Meetings. This was a seat notice distributed on all Danbury
Branch trains inviting the public to attend the public information meetings to discuss alternatives
for improving rail service on the New Haven Line’s Danbury Branch. The notice listed dates
and times and places of the meetings. The notice also listed the preferred alternatives for
improvements to the Danbury Branch.

Copy of the Notice of Public Information Meetings advertisement that ran in the Friday,
November 18, 2005 edition of “The Hour” newspaper.

Copy of the presentation used at the Public Information meetings inWilton and New Milford on
November 29 and December 1, 2005. This presentation provided an update on the project,
presented the improvement alternatives under consideration, and opened discussion and
comment on the improvement options.

Public Information Meetings Summary. This document describes those attending the
meetings and summarizes the general comments made by the public at the two meetings. The
document also summarizes feedback received the comment forms and e-mails received from and
after the meeting.

Copy of the Presentation to the Connecticut Transportation Strategy Board on January 17,
2006.

October 2008 Scoping Report
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Connecticut Department of Transportation

Danbury Branch Study News

September/October 2003

www.danburybranchstudy.com

Welcome to our Open House!

This is an opportunity to ask ques-
tions about improvement strategies
currently under consideration in
the Connecticut Department of
Transportation’s Feasibility Study
of the Danbury Branch of the New
Haven Line commuter rail service.

The Danbury Branch Electrification Feasibility
Study is a result of a number of factors including the
branch’s past history, which provided electrified ser-
vice between 1925 and 1961, the results of previous
studies, which recommend electrification, infrastruc-
ture, and service improvements to the branch, and
support from the two regional planning organiza-
tions (the South Western Regional Planning Agency
and the Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Offi-
cials), who are interested in bringing improvements
to the branch and for its customers. A review of the

revious studies that helped lead to this current ef-
fort is available on the project’s website or by con-
tacting the study team.

The Study Corridor

The study area corridor consists of 23.6 miles of existing rail
line between Norwalk and Danbury, which is owned by the
Connecticut Department of Transportation, and 14 miles of
existing rail line between Danbury and New Milford, which is
owned by the Danbury Terminal Railroad (a subsidiary of the
Housatonic Railroad Company) and the Housatonic Railroad
Company.
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Purpose of the Study

‘he purpose of the Danbury Branch study is “ to evalu-
ate a range of infrastructure and service improvements to
determine their potential to significantly enhance the
Branch’s attraction as a competitive alternative to driv-
ing in the Route 7 and other adjacent north/south corri-
dors, or commuting on the Harlem Line in New York.
The study will result in a list of recommended infrastruc-
ture and service improvements that will include an
evaluation of the costs and benefits. The results of this
study will provide decision makers with the information
necessary to determine how the needs of the Danbury
Branch fit in an overall statewide transportation strategy
which must balance needs and funding ability.”

Improvement Strategies

Under Studx

@ Track Geometry Improvements

The study is evaluating the feasibility and costs of vari-

jus improvements to the track, including track curves,
superelevations (banking to improve speeds), track clear-
ances, and grade crossings. Three improvement programs
are under consideration that would result in reduced
travel times to South Norwalk of five (5), ten (10) and
fifteen (15) minutes. If it is determined that it is not feasi-
ble to achieve these levels, then the study will determine
what the maximum achievable travel time reduction is
with cost estimates.
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Undergrade & Overhead Bridges.

@ Potential for Double Tracking

The Danbury Branch is currently a single track railroad,
which limits the number of trains that can effectively op-
erate on the line. The study is examining the feasibility of
double tracking the line from South Norwalk all the way
to New Milford. It should be noted that there are signifi-
cant constraints to double tracking — primarily in terms of
environmental issues, geographic limitations, existing
structures, and the prohibitive costs of property acquisi-
tions. The study will expose these limitations and provide
a realistic cost estimate for double tracking the entire
branch and section to New Milford.

Curves through a Grade Crossing.




@ Feasibility of Passing Sidings

A ~lternative to double tracking is the addition of pass-
i1, sidings, which allows for trains to operate in two di-
rections more frequently. The study is determining the
optimum number of sidings and their locations based on
the results of the potential track improvements described
above. We are considering two alternatives: one is based
on a 12-car length siding; the second alternative is con-
sidering a siding of sufficient length to allow trains to
pass on the move, similar to a double track alternative.
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Passing Siding at a grade crossing.

@ Electrification

Once the potential improvements described above have
been fully studied and results determined, we will de-
velop a complete cost

estimate for electrifica-

tion of the newly con-

figured Danbury, NI
Branch. The study will 4. ;[j
also examine what ‘
travel time improve-
ments can be achieved

as a result of the elec- 4
- trification.

vical single track
catenary structure.

Diesel Multiple Unit

@ Innovative Technologies

The study is examining innovative technologies that may
help reduce travel time on the Branch. These include tilt-
technology vehicles, diesel multiple unit trains, and grade
crossing equipment, as examples. Resources include the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration’s Office of Research and Devel-
opment and other operators of commuter rail service in the
U.S. and abroad.
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Study Schedule

The Study is being conducted in two phases, with the
first phase scheduled for completion by Spring, 2004. It
is anticipated that another set of public meetings will be
held at that time to share study findings with the public.
In addition, a Study Advisory Committee has been estab-
lished to review reports and help provide input as the
study is being prepared. The Study Advisory Committee

meetings are posted on the website. A Second Phase is
anticipated to begin shortly afterwards and will focus on
those components of Phase | that are determined to im-
prove the utility of the Branch and that are cost effective.




Danbury Branch — Fact Sheet

Danbury Branch (South Norwalk to Danbury)

- 23.6 miles
- 8 Stations
- South Norwalk (New Haven Line)
- Merritt
- Wilton
- Cannondale
- Branchville
- West Redding
- Bethel
- Danbury

- Grade Crossings: 35
- Undergrade Bridges: 27
- Overhead Bridges: 10

- Passing Sidings
-MP 0.11 to MP 0.60
- MP 7.00 to MP 7.32
-MP 12.7 to MP 13.0
- MP 23.0 to MP 23.6
(Danbury Station)

- Sidings
-MP 20.4

Mavybrook Line (Danbury to
Berkshire Junction)

- 2.9 miles

- Grade Crossings: 2
- Undergrade Bridges: 2
- Overhead Bridges: 2

Photos by J.W. Swanberg or from
the J.W. Swanberg Collection.

- Passing Siding
- 2.9 miles (Danbury Branch — Berkshire Junction)

Berkshire Line (Berkshire Junction to New Milford)

- Approximately 11.5 miles to New Milford Station
- 1 Station — New Milford (Proposed)

- Grade Crossings: 7
- Undergrade Bridges: 10
- Overhead Bridges: 5

- Passing Sidings
- 1 @ New Milford Station
- 1 @ Kimberly-Clark

Public Outreach Goals

Establish effective communication with
the public.

Encourage early and continuing public
participation.

Present complete information to the
public.

Determine public sentiment.

Get Involved!

The Danbury Branch Feasibility Study can only be success-
ful if we have your feedback and comments. Our goal is to
establish effective communication with the public and to
continue that communication throughout the study.

There are many ways that you can provide us with your
thoughts and comments.
You can go to the Study Website,
www.danburybranchstudy.com and click on the
Get Involved section.

DY

To join the mailing list:

0 Mail: Feasibility Study Danbury Branch Electri-
fication, Care of: Washington Group Interna-
tional, Inc. 30 Christian Lane, Newington, CT
06111, Attention: Stephen A. Gazillo, Project
Manager

o By fax: (860) 667-7002

o By calling Steve Gazillo, Project Manager of
Washington Group, at (860) 667-7622.

Or through e-mail: info(@danburybranchstudy.com

) Connecticut Department of Transportation

James F. Byrnes, Jr., Commissioner of Transportation
http://www.dot.state.ct.us

@Washington Group International

integrated Engineering, Construction, and Management Solutions
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SUBJECT:

DATES, TIMES,
AND PLACES:

INFORMATION:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC

INFORMATION MEETINGS

Danbury Branch Electrification Feasibility Study

You are invited to attend the following Public Information Meetings to Discuss

Alternatives for Improving Rail Service on the New Haven Line’s Danbury Branch.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2005
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

& Wilton Town Hall Annex Building
Conference Room “A”

238 Danbury Road, Wilton CT 06897

Snow Date:

Tues., December 6, 2005
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Conference Room “B”
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Each meeting will run from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Information will be on display to provide an
overview of the study. At 7:30 p.m. a presentation of the study wili be given. Connecticut
Department of Transportation (ConnDOT) and study team representatives will be on hand to
take your comments and answer your questions.

Persons unable to attend may provide comments to ConnDOT through Washington Group by
mail: 30 Christian Lane, Newington, CT 06111, by fax: (860) 667-7002, or by e-mail:
steve.gazillo@wgint.com through December 22, 2005. For more information, please call Steve
Gazillo, Project Manager of Washington Group, at (860) 667-7622. Persons requiring assistive
facilities should call by November 28th. You may also access information about the project
from the study website at: http://www.danburybranchstudy.com.

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION http;//www.ct.gov/dot
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The preferred alternatives for improvements to the Danbury
Branch are the following:

ALTERNATIVE A—No Build: This assumes no major new investments in the
Danbury Branch Corridor other than what has already been approved or
required for regular maintenance. This alternative has no capital cost associat-
ed with it.

ALTERNATIVE B-Transportation System Management (TSM): This option
includes everything that can be done without new construction or new vehicle
procurement and includes service improvements such as new outbound serv-
ice, express service and skip-stop service. No capital cost.

ALTERNATIVE C—Build Alternative, South Norwalk to Danbury Improvements:
These improvements would occur between South Norwalk and Danbury, and
include addition of passing sidings, revised track alignment and electrification.
Work may occur in a phased-in approach. Anticipated ridership growth is 5%
increase over the current year and the estimated capital cost is $181 to $203
million.

ALTERNATIVE D—Extension of Service to New Milford: This option would
extend passenger service to New Milford, using a revised track alignment pre-
sented to improve the maximum speed along the 14.3-mile route from 30 mph
to 50 mph. Ridership could potentially increase by 47% by 2020. The estimat-
ed capital cost is $30 to $36 million, plus $11 million for equipment per new
train set.

ALTERNATIVE E—Transportation Strategy Board, Partial Electrification from
South Norwalk to Route 15: This option would partially electrify the branch
from South Norwalk to an area in the vicinity of the Merritt Parkway (Route 15),
with feeder bus/rail service to complement the new service. This alternative
was requested by the State of Connecticut’s Transportation Strategy Board.
Potential ridership gains would be determined through Phase Il analysis, and
capital costs will be estimated in Phase Il of the study.

THE NEXT STEPS

Following review and comment by the public, the final list of Preferred
Alternatives will be developed and a final scope of work for Phase |l of the
study will be prepared based on these preferred alternatives. The Phase |l
study will focus on operations planning, development of refined capital and
operating cost estimates and of potential implementation plans for the pre-
ferred alternatives, with the objective to identify a single, locally preferred
action for funding consideration.

For further information and details on the study, please visit the
project website at: http://www.danburybranchstudy.com.
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Leading pro-war Democrat calls
for U.S. withdrawal from Iraq

By LIZ SIDOTI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — One of
Congress’ most hawkish and
influential Democrats called
Thursday for an immediate U.S.
withdrawal from Iraq, sparking
bitter and personal salvos from
both sides in a growing Capitol
Hill uproar over President
Bush’s war policies.

“It's time to bring them
home,” said Rep. John Murtha, a
decorated Vietham combat vet-
eran, choking back tears during
remarks to reporters. “Our mili-
tary has accomplished its mis-
sion and done its duty.”

The comments by the Penn-
sylvania lawmaker, who has
spent three decades in the
House, hold particular weight
because he is close to many
military commanders and has
enormous credibility with his
colleagues on defense issues.
He voted for the war in 2002,
and remains the top Demacrat
on the House Appropriations
defense subcommittee.

“Qur troops have become the
primary target of the insur-
gency. They are united against
U.S. forces and we have become
acatalyst for violence,” he said.
“The war mlraq is not going as
advertised. It is a flawed policy
wrapped in illusion.”

In a biting response, Republi-
cans criticized Murtha’s posi-
tion as one of abandonment and
surrender and accused Democ-
rats of playing politics with the
war and recklessly pushing a
“cut and run” strategy.

“They want us to retreat.
They want us to wave the white
flag of surrender to the terror-
ists of the world,” said House
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-ILL.

Underscoring the rising
emotions of the war debate,
Murtha uncharactensnca]ly
responded to Vice President
Dick Cheney's comments this
week that Democrats were
spouting “one of the most dis-
honest and reprehensible
charges” about the Bush
administration’s use of intelli-
gence before the war.

“1 like guys who’ve never
been there that criticize us
who've been there” said
Murtha, a former Marine. “I like

AP photo

U.S. Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa. gestures during a Capitol Hill news con-
ference Thursday. Murtha, who voted for the Iraq war, called for the
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq.

that. I like guys who got five
deferments and never been there
and send people to way, and then
don’t like to hear suggestions
about what needs to be done.”

Referring to Bush, Murtha
added, "I resent the fact, on Vet-
erans Day, he criticized Demoe-
rats for criticizing them.”

The White House fired back
from Busan, South Korea,
where Bush was meeting with
Asian leaders,

“Congressman Murtha is a
respected veteran and politi-
cian who has a record of sup-
porting a strong America,” said
White House press secretary
Scott McClellan. “So it is baf-
fling that he is endorsing the
policy positions of Michael
Moore and the extreme Liberal
wing of the Democratic Party.”

Murtha once worked closely
with the vice president when
Cheney was defense secretary.
During Vietnam, Bush served
stateside in the National Guard
while Cheney's five deferments
kept him out of the service
entirely.

Just two days earlier, the
GOP-controlled Senate defeated
a Democratic push for Bush to
lay out a timetable for with-

drawal. Spotlighting mush-
rooming questions from both
parties about the war, though,
the chamber then approved a
statement that 2006 should be a
significant year in which condi-
tions are created for the phased
withdrawal of U.S. forces.

Murtha estimated that all US.
troops could be pulled out within
six months. He introduced a reso-
lution Thursday that would force
the president to call back the mil-
itary, but it was unclear when, or
if, either GOP-run chamber of
Congress would vote on it.

‘With a Bronze Star and two
Purple Hearts, Murtha retired
from the Marine Corps reserves
as a colonel in 1990 after 37
years as a Marine, only a few
years longer than he’s been in
Congress. Elected in 1974,
Murtha has become known as
an authority on national securi-
ty whose advice was sought out
by Republican and Democratic
administrations alike.

Murtha, who normally
shuns the spotlight, said he
spoke out because he has
grown increasingly troubled by
the war and has a constitution-
al and moral obligation to
speak for the troops.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS

Danbury Branch Electrification Feasibility Study

You are invited to attend the foilowing Public Infermation Meetings to Discuss
Alternatives for Improving Rail Service on the New Haven Line's Danbury Branch

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2005

© Wilton Town Hall Annex Building
Conference Room "A”
238 Danbury Road, Wilton CT 06897

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Conference Room “B*
Town Hall Main Building

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2005
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
© New Milford Railroad Station

New Milford, CT 06776

Wednesday, December 7, 2005

MILFORD Kok )

Each meeting will run from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Information will be on display to
provide an overview of the study. At 7:30 p.m. a presentation of the study will be
given. Connecticut Department of Transportation (ConnDOT) and study team rep-
resentatives will be on hand to take your comments and answer your questions.

SUBJECT:
DATES, TIMES,
AND PLACES: ~ 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Snow Date:
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
11 Raifroad Street
Snow Date:
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
INFORMATION:

Persons unable to attend may provide comments to ConnDOT through Washington

Group by mail: 30 Christian Lane, Newington, CT 06111, by fax: (860) 667-7002,
or by e-mail: steve.gazillo@wgint.com through December 22, 2005. For more
information, please call Steve Gazillo, Project Manager of Washington Group, at
(860) 667-7622. Persons requiring ass'stive facilities should call by November
28th. You may alse access information about the project from the study website
at: http.//www.danburybranchstudy.com.

For further information and detalls on the study, please visit the
project website at: http://www.danburybranchstudy.com or call
(860) 667-7622.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS PRESENTATION
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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS SUMMARY




State Project No. 302-008
Connecticut Department of Transportation Danbury Branch Improvement Program AA/DEIS

Past Public Information Meetings

Summary of Comments Received Final Draft Alternatives Summary Evaluation Report - Dec
2006

Successful Public Information Meetings Held in Wilton and New Milford

More than 100 persons attended two public information meetings held on November 29 and
December 1, 2005 to discuss the preferred alternatives for improving service on the New Haven
Line’s Danbury Branch commuter rail line. The Danbury Branch Feasibility Study, which is
being conducted by the Connecticut Department of Transportation, is examining ways of
improving travel on the Danbury Branch commuter rail line. The objectives are to make the
commuter line more attractive as an alternative to either driving on the congested Route 7
corridor or to commuting on Metro North’s Harlem Line in New York.

V.

Danbury Branch Public Information Meeting On December 1, 2005 Drew. A Full House at the New Milford Rail
Station to Discuss Improvement Options for the commuter rail service.

Five improvement alternatives were presented to the public at both public meetings. Those
present were given the option to write comments and submit them that evening, or mail them to
the study team. The public comment period will continue through December 22, 2005. The five
proposed alternatives are:

October 2008 Scoping Report



State Project No. 302-008
Connecticut Department of Transportation Danbury Branch Improvement Program AA/DEIS

Alternative A — No Build. No capital costs associated with this. Assumes no major new
investments in the Danbury Branch Corridor other than what already has been approved or is
required for regular maintenance.

Alternative B — Transportation System Management (TSM). No capital costs associated with
this alternative. Includes everything that can be done without new construction or new vehicle
procurement. Includes service improvements such as express or skip stop service.

Alternative C — Build Alternative, South Norwalk to Danbury Improvements. Includes minor
alignment changes, addition/upgrade of Passing Sidings; installation of new electrification
system between South Norwalk and Danbury; and use of Electric Multiple Unit Equipment.
Costs range from $181 to $203 million.

Alternative D — Extension of Service to New Milford. Extends passenger service to New
Milford, using a revised track alignment that improves maximum speed between Danbury and
New Milford from 30 to 50 mph. Estimated capital cost is $30 to $36 million, plus $11 million
for equipment per new train set required.

Alternative E — Transportation Strategy Board (TSB) recommended Partial Electrification from
South Norwalk to vicinity of Route 15. This TSB recommendation would partially electrify the
branch from South Norwalk to vicinity of the the Merritt Parkway, with feeder bus/rail service to
complement the new service.

At the Public Information Meeting in Wilton on November 29, 2005, approximately 40 persons
attended. Those in attendance were supportive of looking at long range alternatives to improving
the branch, such as electrification and addition of passing sidings. However, there was a general
concern expressed regarding current service levels and length of travel time for existing
commuters to Manhattan. Many of those present asked for ways to improve travel times now and
increase frequency of direct service to
Grand Central Terminal from the Branch. The request was for improvements in the short term to
the Branch that would provide commuters more options to travel to and from Grand Central
Terminal.

At the New Milford Public Information Meeting on December 1, 2005, more than 60 persons
attended. The majority of those in attendance expressed support for the extension of service to
New Milford. New Milford Mayor Pat Murphy expressed concern that new rail service might
bring additional crime to the rail station area. Study representatives pointed out that the use of
Transit Oriented Development planning could accompany any new stations and attendees noted
potential for development due to rail service. It was also pointed out that studies have shown no
connection between an increase in crime and the addition of new commuter rail service.

More than 25 comment forms or emails have been received since the public information
meetings were advertised in November. The majority of comments turned in either express
support for extension of commuter rail service to New Milford (Alternative D), or, on the
contrary, would prefer that the focus of improvements be on the existing branch service between

October 2008 Scoping Report



State Project No. 302-008
Connecticut Department of Transportation Danbury Branch Improvement Program AA/DEIS

South Norwalk and Danbury by reducing stops, improving travel times, or adopting Alternative
C (electrification, passing sidings, alignment improvements).

Following the close of the comment period on December 22, the Study Team will provide the
DOT with a comprehensive summary of all comments (no. received, alternatives supported,
etc.).

The first public information meetings were held in the fall of 2003, where the various options
considered for improving rail service on the Branch were presented. These meetings were held
on September 30th and October 2nd, in Ridgefield and Norwalk, respectfully, from 5:30-8:30
p.m.

October 2008 Scoping Report



State Project No. 302-008
Connecticut Department of Transportation Danbury Branch Improvement Program AA/DEIS

Summary of Comments Received — Feasibility Study Danbury Branch Electrification
Final Draft Alternatives Summary Evaluation Report
December 2005

Organizations providing comments:

MTA Metro-North Railroad

South Western Regional Planning Agency
Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials
Regional Plan Association

Housatonic Environmental Action League, Inc.

Emails received: total number: 18

Comment forms received: total number: 31

Summary of Written Comments Received

Alternative _ Proposed Action |  Support |  Against

A No Build 1 0
B TSM 5 0
C Build 8
D N. Milford Extension 33 1
E Partial Elec. 1

Other 3

October 2008

Scoping Report
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